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＋ RI Eye of Pity, moiſtened wich 


tears, views the diſtreſſes of man- 


kind, like objects ſeen through a miſt, - 


through a magnifying medium; while 


the unfeeling heart of the uncharitable, 


like an inſtrument out of tune, is incapa- 


ble of ſympathetic vibrations, though ſor- 


row, poverty, ſickneſs, and old age, ſhould 
unite their moſt perſuaſive accents, and 
their moſt ſkilful touches. Unhappy peo» 
ple! little do you know the ſublime plea- 
ſure, the glowing inexpreſſible ſenſations 
of a heart, in perfect uniſon with that part 


of the afflicted! The approach of diſtreſa 


is like an electrical effluvium, to perſons 
of ſuch delicate moulds ; it glides over 


every nerve, beats in every pulſe, and 


inſtantly awakens correſpondent ſenſations 
in the heart; diſcharging the diſtreſſed of 


part of his Won, and imparting, in re- 


turn, the ſoothing balm of comfort. 
1 Hlenee 
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Hence proceeds the great difference of 
behaviour we may ſo frequently obſerve 
in mankind, towards real or pretending. 
objects of charity | Some make it a rule 
never to ſuffer a beggar to ſolicit their aſ- 


ſiſtance in vain; while others variably 


refuſe to give a miſerable object one penny / 


Both ſupport their practice by plauſible 


arguments; but, it ſeems as if both were 
euilty; thoſe, of a generous miſtake, theſe, 
of unpardonable behaviour. Be ready to 
give and diſtribute, but diſtribute judi- 
ciouſly, according to your abilities, and 
conſidering the object, and the propereſt 
time, and do it in'the moſt uſeful man- 
ner. ne: 7 eee, e 
To prevent the benevolent from being 


impoſed upon, and to induce, even the co- 


vetous, from motives of intereſt, to be be- 
neficial to the poor is, the Propo.er thinks, 


the object of the following Hints. Had 


he been, like ſome of your fulminating 
pulpit orators, preparing what is called a 
Charity Sermon, endeavouring to melt 
and ſoften the obdurate and callous part of 
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the audience, he would have dipped his 
pen in liquid fire, and made red hot his 
thunderbolts. But, the effects would have 
been, as they generally are, on ſuch occa- 
ions, momentary. He. wiſhes, on the 
contrary, to. eſtabliſh a laſting, rational, 
univerſal ſcheme, of providing for the 
poor and afflited, of every age and deno- 
mination. Not one individual in the 
kingdom, but is intereſted in promoting 
it, if it anſwers this character; no one 
but ſhould oppoſe it, if it be viſionary or 
of pernicious conſequence. To the can- 
did ſenſible part of the public, he appeals 
for their deciſion. He means not to relax, 
Jor a moment; the hard gripe of avarice; 
but to have legal proviſion made for the 
poor, and, at the ſame time, render them 
uſeful members of the community. The 
bleſſings of the poor would be the ſweeteſt 
melody to his ears; and the applauſe of 
the benevolent the moſt heart - felt re- 
ward. 

Happy ! if by the l reception 
of this, he ſhall be encouraged to dedicate 
the 
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the leiſure he enjoys, to the iatubing; 


perfeQing, and bringing to light ſome 


other ſchemes, which may furniſh Hints 
conducive, if .properly made uſe of, to 


the public good! The moſt earneſt wiſh 


of his heart is to be uſeful to mankind in 
general, though very much circumſcribed | 


in his abilities. 

He has, notwithſtanding, the very 
great ſatisfaction, to reflect, that not a few, 
worthy and moſt reſpectable perſons, have 
honoured him with their acquaintance; 


which was, on his part, unſought, un- 


deſerved. But, not having the gift of 


flattery, and ſuffering always his ideas to 
flow in a natural channel; and being, be- 
ſides, not ſufficiently attentive to his own 


concerns, (for which he is frequently 
blamed by his moſt intimate friends), 


he never made a proper or timely uſe of 


his intereſt. He has had reaſon, 
he thought, ten times to expect preferment, 
and ten times he has been diſappointed. 
Tas all, except in two inſtances, bis oꝛon 
fault. Eaſe and independence is all he 

has 
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has been conſtantly aiming at; if prefer- 
ment did not come to him, he ſeldom 
thought of ſeeking preferment. Lately, 
in one inſtance, he exerted himſelf ; but it 
was too late! Some worldly wiſe mortal, 
who was before him, in another inſtance, 
was before him in this. Much good may 
it do him! A man's life does not confiſtin 
the abundance of the things which he poſ- 

ſeſſes. Temporal happineſs conſiſts in a 
calm ſerenity of mind, and well regulated 
paſſions, in the ſtudy of wiſdom, the 
practice of virtue, the approbation of one's 
heart, and the applauſe of good men. 
This is the kind oſ men the writer of 
this pants after. 

He wiſhes to be, and make all mankind, 
were it in his power, 'virtuouſly happy. 
In this, he will have the concurrence and 
applauſe of the worthy part of mankind, 
the only perſons whoſe approbation and 
eſteem he is nobly ambitious to merit; 
and which he has hitherto been fortunate 
enough to poſſeſs, with heart- felt ſatisfac- 


tion. 
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tion. Gratitude compels him to deſerva 
more, and modeſty to expect leſs. : ny 
If encouraged to do it, he will give his 
ſentiments on ſeveral other ſubjects of na- 
tional importance; ſome relative to agri- 
culture, ſome to commerce, ſome to poli- 


ticks, and ſome to his moſt favourite 


ſtudy, mechanicks. He has ſeveral i in- 


ventions, lying dormant, for want. of 


abilities to bring them to light ; which, 


could he but have the expences defrayed, 
he would endeavour to bring to bone: 


tion. 
Except ſome trifling, fugitive pieces, 
jong forgotten, this is the firſt time he ap- 
Pears in public. Should he be deficient 
in ſtyle, he requeſts the indulgence of the 
candid ; as he was more than ſeventeen 
years old, before he knew any thing of 


the Engliſh language: To deliver his ſen- 


PTD "Wn . = . * 3 c 
timents in a plain, perſpicuous manner, 


was all he aimed at. The ſubject needs 
no embelliſnment. He hopes the ſeverity 


of criticiſm will not be exerciſed againſt 
| this 
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PREFACE. in 
this undigeſted performance. He only 

meant to give the alphabet, as it were, 
for more ſkilful perſons to arrange and 
methodize properly. Beſides, time was 
wanting ; a variety of other ese de- 
mands his attention. | 
He has lately viſited his ER” native 
country (Jerſey); where the adminiſtra- 
tion of the laws, and the laws themſelves, 
have long called aloud for reformation. 
He was ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, ſo muſt 
every intelligent ſtranger, to ſee the ab- 
ſurdities prevalent, and the inconſiſtent 
Jumble of Anglo-Norman cuſtoms, eſta- 
bliſhed, in that iſland. This is not the 
place to arraign the conduct of any indi- 
viduals, poſſeſſed of the executive or 
(and, he ſhould have ſaid) legiſlative power. 
It ſhall be done, apart, and from authentic 
documents and irreſiſtable evidence. If a 
certain perſon, who, a few years ago, 
wrote on the ſubject, had not dipped his' 
pen in gall, and thrown dirt all around 
him, ſtill, he would not have been be- 
eved, by any one who is a ſtranger to 


the 


„„ Fel 


the iſland. He, therefore, defeated the 
very purpoſe for which he wrote. The 
author of theſe Hints will not travel after 
him, in ſuch a dirty road. He will nei- 
ther add, nor diminiſh ; but will ſpeak the 
truth, not the ul truth perhaps, nothing 
however, but the truth. He, then, will ven- 
ture to propoſe a remedy, and will mention 
ſome things, which might be, if properly 
eſtabliſhed, highly conducive to the per- 
manent good of the inhabitants, and pro- 
ductive of harmony and peace. Perhaps, 
there are not ten perſons, in this kingdom, 
who have a juſt idea of the very great im- 
portance Jerſey, Guernſey, &c. might be 
of, to Great-Britain. . Our legiſlature, at 
leaſt, ſhould be fully informed, on this 
ſubject; which they might be eaſily. 

In ſhort, the propoſer of theſe Hints, 
if they ſhall be found to deſerve attention, 
will be encouraged to devote his leiſure 
and abilities, ſuch as they are, to promo- 
ting, what appears to hig, perhaps, dim- 

ſighted eyes, the public good. He hopes 

this motive will be his apology. 


Lymington, Dec. 16th. 1 78 3+ 
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T is : to the Legiſlature to an- 
nul all the Poor Laws now in force, 
and to ſubſtitute, in their ſtead, a new, 

plain, and ſimple method of providing for 
the Poor in general; of giving relief to 
the ſick, ſupporting the infirm and aged; 
and promoting induſtry, diſcipline, and 
order, among thoſe who are healthy and 
able to work; inftilling into all, the fun- 
damental principles of Chriſtianity, and 
the common practical and reciprocal du- 
ties, which, in all well-regulated ſocieties, 
call for hourly attention in every indivi- 


dual. Kc 
B | For 


3 

For that purpoſe, the propoſer thinks it 
would be proper to divide the whole king- 
dom into diſtricts, of not more than fifteen, 
and not leſs than eight miles in diameter; 
fifteen, where the country is leſs popu- 
lous; and eight, or there abouts, where the 
people are more numerous, or the ſitua- 
tion, and diſtance from one town, village, 
or pariſh, to circumjacent ones, ſhall be 


thought to require. Nearly about the 
centre, in each diſtrict, it is propoſed to 


erect buildings, in a plain, ſimple, and con- 
venient manner, if poſſible, on ſome open, 
dry, and healthy ſpot; and with plenty, 
or, at leaſt, a ſufficiency of good water. 
Fuel is likewiſe to be taken into conſider- 
ation, as much as poſſible. Theſe build- 
ings to be allotted, ſome for the reception 
of the healthy, and working poor; ſome 
for the infirm, and aged; and ſome for 
the ſick, ſeparate from all the reſt, 

In each diſtrict let a committee of twelve 
or. more gentlemen, or (for want of ſo 
many) ſubſtantial farmers, including thoſe 
gentlemen who are Juſtices of the Peach 
an 
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and all the parochial clergy, be appointed 
to inſpect and manage the affairs of the 
Poor within their diſtrict. 1 
Let them continue in office for one year, 
but capable of being rechoſen, where 


there is a want of more gentlemen to take 


upon them the important office. Let 


them be called Guardians of the Poor, 
or the Stewards of Charity. Three of 


theſe, at leaſt, are to meet once every 
week, if not oftener, at the Houſe of 
Charity (as it ſhould be called), to ex- 
amine the accounts; to ſee how the 
work goes on; how the ignorant are 
inſtructed; how the infirm and aged are 
ſupported ; how humanely and attentively 
the ſick are treated; how clean the buid- 
ings are kept; and whether the proviſions 
are good, and no waſte, or any improper uſe 
be made of them; whether the director of 
the whole does his duty; and whether 
there are complaints againſt any indivi- 
dual for idleneſs, or mifbehaviour of any 
kind. Let there be a provincial com- 
mine who are to meet at the capital 
2˙ B 2 town, 
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town, once every month, or oftener, if 
neceſſary, to whoſe fecretatys reſident 
in the capital, all the ſecretaries of the 


Houſes of Charit in the county are to 


tranſmit a monthly account, dictated by 


che Stewards of Charity in each diſtrict, of 


every thing done the preceding month. 
The provincial committee ſhould con- 
fiſt of twenty-four of the firſt gentlemen 
in the county; but in very large counties 
(beſides Yorkſhire), it might, perhaps, be 
expedient to have uo provincial com- 
mittees, one for each half of the county, 


The office would ſurely be very honour» 


able ; and Charity recommended by our 
firſt nolility, and gentry, would appear 
in all her attractive graces. The bluſh of 
ſhame would crimſon even the miſer's 
cheek, and his hand would be inſtinctive. 
ly led to his purſe, to promote the glo- 
rious plan; but if his true intereſt onty 
was in view, and he was impartial enough 
to diſcern it, bat would be a ſuffiicient 
motive. For the Propoſer is of opinion 
that it will appear evident to every one, 
before 
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before he has. finiſhed the peruſal of 
this ſcheme, that a great deal of money 
will be ſaved to each individual in the 
nation, and conſequently that he will be 
enabled to pay that money in taxes for 
Civil Purpoſes, which was paid before to 
the Poor only ; though it frequently very 
ill anſwered the purpoſe. 

To defray the expenees of the build- 
ings, which ſhould be as plain, as conve- 
nient, as well contrived as is poſſible, go- 
vernment might lay an additional duty 
on the turnpikes (at whatever rate. they 
ſhall think proper) for three years only, 
which it is apprehended, would produce a 
ſum of money more than ſufficient for 
building Houſes of Charity throughout the 
kingdom. 1 4% 

But as the ſooner the ſcheme is put in ex- 
ecution the better, government might bor- 
row a ſum of money, to build, the firſt year, 
about one third of the Charity Houſes, which 
would be repaid the following year, from 
the money ariſing from the turnpike taxes; 
dne third of the Houſes of Charity, each of 
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the two ſucceeding years, might then be 


built, without borrowing any more money, 
as it 18 apprehended the turnpikes would 
be abundantly ſufficient to defray all the 


expences of building: it is aſtoniſhing 


what they might produce! 
A certain, fixed, permanent, and pro- 
ductive tax, might then be levied through- 
out the kingdom, for the ſupport of the 
Poor, and Houſes of Charity in general ; 
to be collected in each pariſh, once every 
three months, by two, or if the pariſh be 
large, three or four of the moſt reſponſible 


inhabitants, without fee or reward ; to be 


paid into the hands of the treaſurer of 
each Houſe of Charity, on a day appointed 
for that purpoſe. The treaſurers of each 
Houſe of Charity ſhould then, immediately 
upon receiving it, remit the money to the 
county treaſurers (who ſhould be four in 
number, men of the firſt character, and 
moſt noted integrity in the county) on 
whom they ſhould be allowed to draw 
half yearly, to defray the expences of the 
preceding {ix months; keeping juſt mo: 
| | | ney 
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ney enough in their own hands, for the 
daily and trifling expences; the drafts 
ſhould be appropriated: towards paying 
bills every half year. The county trea- 


ſurers ſhould keep the caſh and paper 


money, in a ſtrong iron cheſt, having each 
a key to it, of different conſtruQtons, that 
it may not be opened, except when they 
are all preſent ; or, in caſe of ſickneſs, or 
any neceflary avocations, a member of the 
county committee might be deputed by 
the abſent treaſurer to attend with the 
key. 

The rate and mode of taxes, provided 
they be fixed and certain, is left to the 
wiſdom of Parliament. 


In each He of Charity hack * to 
be, 

Firſt, 4 Keeper and his wife, with pro- 
per lodgings, and a certain ſalary; whoſe 


conduct is to be under the 2 of 
the local committee. 


Secondly, A Schoolmaſter, and his Wife. 
He to teach the boys to read, write, and 
caſt accounts, ſuſficiently well for the com- 


mon 
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mon occurrences of life, or the purpoſes of 
a tradeſman ; She, to teach the girls read- 
ing, manteau-making, and all forks of 
coarſe needle- work. 

Thirdly, Three women to be con- 
ſtantly employed in the kitchen; two in 
the bake-houſe; and two, beſides other 
work, to brew ſmall beer, when neceſſary. 
N. B. No other kind of beer to be brewed 
or any liquors upon any account whatever, 
to be ſuffered in the houſe, except what 
the committee ſhall entruſt to the care ag 
the keeper or his wife. 

Fourthly, Two or three weavers of coarſe 


cloth, or other ſtuffs, for the uſe of all the 
Poor, where the produce and nature of 


the adjoining country will admit of it. 
Fifthly, One dozen ſpinning women, as 


many knitters of ſtockings, caps, &c. 
Sixthly, A Taylor, who ſhall teach, 


and keep employed in his trade, till they 
be perfect in it, a certain number of the 
boys. : 
Seventhly, One Shoe-maker, who ſhall 
teach 
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r 
teach his trade to a certain number of 
poor boys. 

Eighthly, Three or Sur eat 
(or more if neceſſary), to keep the houſe 
clean, make the beds, Bron in the vic- 
tuals, &c. 

Ninthly, A e and two or three | 
men, or more, to aſſiſt him conſtantly in 
cultivating an extent of ground, fully 
ſufficient to ſupply the whole houſe with 


plenty of all kinds of vegetables, particu- 


Jarly potatoes. 
N. B. A certain portion of theſe laſt va« 


luable roots, ſhould always be mixed with 
the flour in making bread ; it renders it 
articularly moiſt and nouriſhing, and 


makes it keep longer. 


Tenthly, Two or three women' to take 
care of a certain number of hogs, as many 


as ſhall be judged neceſſary by the com- 
mittee, for the uſe of the houſe. 


Eleventhly, Four waſher-women, and 


as many ſempſtreſſes. 
Twelfthly, If a few acres of ground 


could be had near the houſe, two girls 
C girls 


" 
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girls ſhould be employed in milking a 


few cows, &c. "POE 

N. B. A neighbouring . clergyman ' 
ſhould be paid forty pounds per annum, to 
read prayers and preach at the Houſe of 
Charity, once every Sunday; and he 


ſhould be directed to explain to the Poor, 
ia the moſt intelligible method, their reci- 


procal duties, and the ſimpleſt principles 
of morality, enforced by the precepts of 


the Goſpel. The ſchool-maſter ſhould 
read prayers every morning and evening. 
All the perſons above-mentioned, tho 
appointed to diſcharge different offices, 
muſt, when not employed in their appro- 


priated duties, work in common with the 
reſt of the Poor, at the reſpective manu- 


faQtures which ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the 


Houſes of Charity ; which manufactures are 
the next object of conſideration. 
The chief care in this particular is, to 


eſtabliſh in each Hſe of Charity, ſuch a 


manufacture as is leaſt expenſive ; the ma- 
terials employed in it, ſhould, if poſſible, 
e Fac: 1 be 
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| 
be the produce of the country adjoinings ” | | 
or, at leaſt, ſuch as ſhould admit of eafy 
and cheap carriage, and which ſhould leaſt 
hurt other manufactures already eſtab» | 
liſhed. For example, | 
Where coals are abundant and cheap, 
all ſorts of iron works may be eftabliſhed, | 
ſuch as nails of all ſorts; all forts of iron 
work belonging to carpenters tools, garden 
tools, inſtruments of huſbandry, in ſhort, 
all ſorts of rough iron work, and what is 
in moſt common uſe. The women to be 
employed in ſomething elſe. 
Where there is clay fit for the purpoſe, 
all, men, women, and children, might be 
employed in making all torts of earthen 
ware. . | 
In the neigbourhood of large towns, 
where there is a great demand for bricks, 
molt of the Poor might be employed in 
making them, 
In woody countries, they might be em- 
ployed in making wooden wares of all 
ſorts, and handles, and wood work, for va- 


rious uſes in gardening, and agriculture; 
1 2 pattens, 


tang, 


pattens, ſplitting of pales and laths, 1 
ing card boards, trenchers, &c. 12 > 

In low countries where ruſhes abound, 
and oziers will grow luxuriantly, the pro- 
per manufacture tobe eſtabliſhed, ſhould be 
all ſorts of ruſh and wicker work, baſkets, 


panniers, fiſh-pots, chair-bottoms, cradles, 


&c. Thus the marſhy and boggy grounds 
in the neighbourhood of ſuch manufac- 
ture, would encreaſe exceedingly in value, 
by encouraging the owners to Eg oziers, 


and willows. 


In 4 country abounding with ſheep, 
there ſhould be manufactures of coarſe 
cloths, and ſtuffs, in feveral of the Charity 
Houſes; in others, the Poor ſhould be em- 


ployed in making leather breeches, gloves, 
aprons, &. 


Near maritime and trading towns, and 
along the coaſt, in general, the proper ma- 
nufacture might be ſail- cloth, ſpining rope- 


yarn, making blocks and trundles, fiſh- 


nets, twine, &c. | 
In almoſt all the Charity Houſes, ſpinning 

and knitting ſhould be introduced, even 

where there is another manufacture. 
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In a populous country, or near large 
towns, where the Poor are likely to 
be numerous, it would be proper to intra 
duce the making of lace, and to employ, 


beſides, all perſons within a certain diſ- 
tance, willing to undertake ſuch work, at 


ſo much per piece, or yard. This object 
ought to be particularly nn to; the 
reaſon is obvious. 

Where fiſh, but beam herrings 


abound, the Poor might be employed in 


ſalting and curing them. 


Where flax is, or may be profitably cul- 


tivated, a manufacture of coarſe linen cloth, 
fit for various common purpoſes, might be 
eſtabliſhed, | 
— Making all forts of cloaths for men, wo- 
men, and children, particularly near large 
towns, might be a uſeful and profitable 
manufacture; ſtay- making might be added. 
In ſome Charity Houſes, making all ſorts 
of ſhoes, particularly of leather, would be 
a proper manuſacture. 
There may be many other manufactures 


thought of, all of which would anſwer the 


purpoſe 
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pole of their eſtabliſnment; but the grand 

 obje& would be to endeavour to eſtabliſh 
ſome new ones, which would not at all inter- 
fere with others, and which we might ex- 
Port to other nations, for — or * 
wanted at home. 

If it ſhould be found that the n 
of ſo many Poor, too many of whom, to the 
diſgrace of this country are now idle, or em- 
ployed in vicious purſuits, ſhould injure any 
gourneymen manufacturers, it would, per- 
haps, be proper to employ them, at the 
neareſt Houſe of Charity, at ſo much per day. 
It may, perhaps, be objected, that the 
eſtabliſhment of ſo many manufactures in 
Charity Houſes, would be detrimental to 
thoſe, whoſe money is already employed 
in carrying on ſimilar ones; but we are 
not to prevent the inuring of ſo many 
thouſands of Poor tothe habits of induſtry, 
on that account. It will only induce the 
manufacturers to make their goods excel- 
lent, if they can, and to ſell them as cheap 
as poſſible. But there will be a demand 
for all: befides we may, perhaps, be en- 
4 abled 
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abled to export to other countries, many 
new articles of manufacture. | 
In the woollen branch we cannot 3 


too many people employed; this ſhould, 


therefore be attended to, above all other 


manufactures. Let us, by all means in our 
power, encourage, in all ranks of a people, 


a habit of induſtry; let the genius of the 
Britiſh nation be employed in finding out 


new branches of commerce, new ſources 
of wealth; let us rouſe ourſelves without 


delay; let every man, woman, and child, 
have ſomething to do; let us encourage 
agriculture, manufactures, and commerce, 
with unanimous ardor ; let our nobility 
and gentry, and monied men 1n general, 
ſet the example in their reſpective coun- 
ties; how glorious, how honourable to 
them, to offer handſome rewards to any 


one who ſhall invent any thing, which 


will evidently be of laſting benefit to the 


nation in general, in any one of theſe three 


branches, which have been, and muſt con- 
tinue to be, the ſupport of the nation's 
wealth and ſplendor? 
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If this tene ſketch ſliould be received 


with indulgence, by the Public, the Writer 
of this may, perhaps, be emboldened to 


produce ſome more plans, which, to um, 
appear likely to be of public utility, in 
various departments. He would not have 


intruded this upon the Public, had indivi- 


duals paid proper attention to the differ- 


ent plans which he has communicated to 
them, all tending, as he perhaps, fooliſhly 


thought, to promote the good of the na- 


tion ; individuals who had the power, had 


they been inclined, to have had them put 


in execution: whether they deſerve atten- 


tion, or not, his own opinion is not to de- 


termine ; perhaps the ſenſible part of the 
nation may ſet him right, if he is encou- 
raged to ſubmit them to their judgment. 
This digreffion will, perhaps, be thought 
improper, he begs pardon for having made 
It. 

To keep the Poor conſtantly employed, 
to prevent them from rambling, and to 
extinguiſh Beggary, are the next objects. 
that are to be conſidered, 
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All Poor applying for relief, ſhould be 
obliged to go to the Houſe of Charity, whe- 
ther man, woman, or child, or even a 
whole family; except the relief they alk is 
only temporary, whether it be money, 
cloaths, victuals, or medical aſſiſtance; in 


which caſes, it would be adviſeable to al- 


low them ſo much per week, as their ne- 
ceſſities may require, at their own houſes. 
Applications to be made to the Guardians 
of the Poor, at the Houfes of Charity, or to 
one of them at his own houſe. All Poor 
afflicted with chronic diſorders, incurable 
maladies, or of long ſtanding, ſhould be 
removed to the next Houſe of Charity, 
where the ſurgeon of the houſe (for there 


mult be one to each, though mention of 
this was omitted to be made,) will take pro- 
per care of them. All perſons without e- 


ception, ſeen begging, ſhould be liable to 
be ſent 7mmeatzazely to the next Houſe of 
Charity, and the perſon informing againſt 
ſuch a Beggar, ſhould be entitled to the 
reward of Ten Shillings, to be paid, upon 
proof produced of the fact, by the Guar- 
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(618) 
dians of the Poor. And, if the Beggar be- 


long to another diſtrict, than that he was 
found begging in, his own diftri& ſhall 
pay two ſhillings per week, to that Houſe 


of Charity, where he is kept. This is 


meant to prevent thoſe exceedingly abſurd 


and expenſive removals of the Poor, from 
Place to place, now practiſed; and to in- 
duce the Guardians of the Poor, and every 
individual, living in each diſtrict, who 


pays towards their maintenance, to be 


particularly attentive to keeping them in 


their own diſtrict, nay, in their proper 


Houſe of Charity. As a ſmall puniſhment 


for begging, low diet for ſome time, would 


not be improper. 
When a Pauper can make it appear be- 


fore the committe of the diſtrict, that there 


is an ablolute neceſſity for his, or her 
quitting that diſtrict, either for a time, or 
entirely ; they ſhall be em powered to give 
that perſon a paſs, upon ſtampt paper, and 
ſigned by three, at leaſt, of the provincial 
committee; and the expences of that pau- 


per's travelling ſhall be defrayed by the 


4 diſtrict 
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diſtrict which he leaves, till his return. 
But if that pauper be under an abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of ſettling in another diſtrict, he 
then becomes entitled to relief at the ex- 
pence of that diſtri where he ſettles. 
N. B. Each Houſe of Charity 1s to have a 
number of theſe paſſes always ready to be 
delivered'; but they are never to be given 
to any pauper, without the conſent of z/ree 
at leaſt, of the Guardians of the Poor. 
Any pauper travelling without tuch a paſs, 
is liable to be ſent !mmedzately to the Houſe 
of Charity, in that diſtrict where he is 
found, and there to be kept, or ſent back” 
to his own diſtrict, at the expence of that 
diſtrict which he has left. 

General Note. If there be ſome diſ- 
tricks, which may happen, more burthened 
with Poor, in proportion, than others, 
and the taxes in that diſtri be found inſuf- 
ficient to maintain them ; the Guardians 
of the Poor, in that diſtri, upon applying 
unanimouſly to the provincial committee, 
may demand of them ſuch farther ſums, 
from the common treaſury of the county, 
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as mall be ſufficient to anſwer their pur- 
poles. But if things be properly ma- 
naged, and induſtry be attentively pro- 
moted, this can ſcarcely ever happen; be- 
cauſe the more Poor there are, provided 
they be all employed, the more money 
they earn. This can only happen, when 
ſome ſickneſs prevails, or there is an un- 


common number of young children, or 


aged and infirm Poor. 

Whoever finds a perſon begging | any 
where in the kingdom, ſhall bring the 
Beggar before a juſtice of peace, or any 
other member of the committee of that 
diſtrict, ſhall take immediate care that the 
offender be ſent to the Houſe of Charity; 
the informer ſhall attend the next meeting, 
and ſhall receive his ten ſhillings, if his 
information be true, and fully proved by 
witneſſes ; if not, he ſhall forfeit ten ſhil- 
lings, and the pretended. Beggar, ſhall re- 
ceive the money, and be fet at liberty, 
unleſs he belong to ſome Houſe of Charity. 

This is the plain and ſimple method pro- 


poſed to be ſubſtituted in the place of that 


abſurd 


> o 3 wi, oP 4 8 e 
1 =) EN! LH 8 8 Ck 1 wy SN 0 2 To 73 _ 8 
7 2 CE 8 RR: Te 58 I» NT N Ll Cat Let DoF 


8 
N 
Rv 


Wy. 


( ar ) 


abſurd, contradictory, and almoſt unintel- 
ligible jumble of Poor Laws, which are 
now in force, the eternal cauſes of diſputes, 
quarrels, and vexatious law-ſuits between 


different pariſhes, and the great ſtumbling 


block of many  a- worthy © magiſtrate; 
This would, likewiſe, ſet aſide that cruel 
and horrid method, of entruſting the 
Poor, too often, to an unfeeling and mer- 
cileſs overſeer. This would make the 
Poor, willing, or not, induſtrious. This 
would prevent the prevalency of vice, which 
is much better than ſuffering it to prevail, 
and then puniſhing it. In ſhort, by this 
method, there ought not to be ans Beggar 
in the kingdom; not oN who can work 
and is idle. This would: be conſonant. to 
the wiſdom which this nation is celebrated 
for, and for which ſhe has often been pro- 
poſed as a model to copy after, by her moſt 
inveterate enemies, who often propoſe us 
to their own nation as. examples proper to 


imitate. 


Let our noble and: glorious. ambition be, 
ta excell all other nations. upon the. face of 
1 the 
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the globe, as in arms, arts, ſciences, agri- 
culture, and commerce; ſo alſo, in that 
moſt laudable: Ambition of all, to have no Poor 
in the Kingdom; no one Perſon unemployed, — 
who is able to wor; no one Perſon, but who 
is taught his moral and religious Duty; no 
one Perſon, but who is qualified to be uſeful 
to himfelf,, his Family, and his Neighbour. 
Let who will imitate: Alexander, Julius 
Cæſar, or mad Charles of Sweden, let us be 
celebrated for cultivating: peace, and every 


thing productive of love; joy, or harmony, 
among ourſelves. . But we are not forbid- 


den, even by the ſtricteſt rules of the Goſ- 


pel, to repel an encroaching,” ambitious, 
and reſtleſs enemy. Therefore, this very 


plain ſcheme now propoſed, at the ſame 
time, that it has in view the arts of peace, 
and the happineſs of all the members of 


this community; yet is calculated, if neceſ- 


ſary, to be the very bulwark and defence 


of this nation. This may eaſily be proved: 


only let a certain number of boys in each 
Houſe of Charity, be ſet apart, and deſtined 
for the Navy (a little navigation taught 

| them 
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them would not be pm, ; then let them 


be regiſtered at the different capital ſea- 


ports of this kingdom, before they leave 
the Houſe of Charity. As ſoon as they are 
old enough, and qualified, let them be put 
on board colliers, to ſerve the owners gratis, 
for the firſt year, allowing them victuals 
and cloathing; but, afterwards to be paid 
ſuch wages as they ſhall deſerve. Let any 
owner of a collier (or of a merchantman, 
it matters not what), give a certificate un- 
der his own hand, that he receives ſuch a 
lad into his ſervice, upon ſuch and ſuch 
terms ; the principal of which muſt be, 
that as ſoon as a war breaks out, he muſt 
be particularly careful that ſuch a lad does 
not make hiseſcape; but, upon application 
made to him, or the maſter of the veſſel, by 


any perſon appointed by the lords of the ad- 


miralty, for that purpoſe, he ſhall be obliged 
to produce ſuch lad, or lads, as many as 


are in his employ, immediately, on pain of 


paying for every one who eſcapes fifteen 
pounds. Provided, that the lords of the 
admiralty inform ſuch a perſon, before war 
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is declared, that thoſe lads in his ſervice 
will be wanted zmmediately. 

But the grand object would be, to en- 
deavour immediately to eſtabliſh a Her- 
ring Fiſhery along the North, and North- 
Eaſt Britiſh coaſt, upon a large and com- 
prehenſive plan, government taking it 
upon themſelves, or ſupporting and en- 
couraging a Society of Merchants who 
thould attempt it, on their own account. 
In this a great number of Charity Boys 
might be employed, regiſtered as above- 
mentioned. Then might that cruel infrac- 
tion of the perſonal liberty of the ſubject 
be aboliſhed, and none be obliged to ſerve 
in the Navy, but thoſe brought up for that 
purpoſe from their childhood. | 

It has frequently been objected that the 


Engliſh cannot manage this buſineſs ſo 


well as the Dutch. If this be the fact, 
who can account for it? The only cauſes of 
ſuch a plan not ſucceeding, muſt certainly 
be the improper method adopted, the want 


of a ſufficient capital, or want of ſpirit. 


But let it not be mentioned that a Britiſh 
| Society 
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Gy of Merchants are incapable of ma- 
nag ing a Herring Fiſhery, © I» 

I have inadvertently made e di- 
greſſion, without intending it; the idea 
preſented itſelf, and I have communicated 


it to to the Public. If it be not worth no- 


tice, there will be only one minute of time 


loſt in the peruſal. I believe there are not 


many perſons in this kingdom, to whom 
one ſingle minute of time is ſo very pre- 
cious; and yet, inſtead of reading this, a 


perſon might have loſt a thouſand pounds 


at hazard; or a lady have read a Sillet-doux, 


or have been entertained with the elegant | 


and inſtructive converſation of a Petit 
maitre. To talk about herrings to perſons 


ſo preciouſly employed, muſt be the height 


of impertinence; to make my peace with 
them, I will endeavour to invent a pretty 
game of chance, and a new coſmetic, which 


' ſhall be moſt ſuper-excellent in their kind; 


infinitely ſuperior to any thing conceivable ! 

In the mean time, I bow me 
and return to the Poor; I wiſh them alſo 
to employ their time profitably. 
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There ought to be the moſt exact c of 
der and regularity eſtabliſhed- ant f 
ſerved in each Houſe of Clarity. Tlie Sific 

af riſing in the morning, at the found of a 

bell, ſhould be at fix o'clock, during about 

eight months, 1. e. from the beginniug 6f 
| . March to the end of October; and at ſeven 
from the beginning of November to tlie 
end of February following. Time of 
breakfaſt, eight o clock, dinner one o'ddock, 

Aupper ſeven o'clock, bed- time nine o'clock, 

or half after eight in the winte. 

Proper victuals would be milk, milk or 

onion porridge, broth, or bread and cheeſe 

for breakfaſt; pork, bcef, bacon, peas-ſoup, 
beef broth, &. for dinner, with always 
plenty of garden vegetables, particularly 
potatoes; bread and cheeſe, 88 8 and but- 
ter, or rice milk for ſupper. 

So many hours muſt be allotted for mock 
between meals; and once a day, at leaſt, 
if the weather be fine, the Poor ſhould:be 
indulged to enjoy the benefit of the air for 
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All thoſe cated in domeſtic eee | 


to repair to the common work, as ſopn as 
their on particular buſineſs is done. 
There ought to be benches out of doors, 


for the aged and infirm to fit upon. Thoſe 
who know the benefit of a healthy and dry 


air, will not think this caution unneceſſary. 


A cart and one or two horfes ought to 
be kept at each Houſe of Charity, for vari- 
ous purpoſes; among others it may be uſe- 


ful in fetching ſick people to the houſe. 
The Schoolmaſter is to have all the 


young people with him one hour before Y 
dinner, and one after, twenty of them only 1 


at a time. His ſalary thirty pounds, and 
lodgings for himſelf and his wife; his wife 


ſhould have fifteen pounds for teaching 5 
the girls reading, and all forts of common 


needle-work. _ | 
To enjoy a five: and thorough circula- 
tion of air, none of the buildings ſhould be 
double, but ſhould form three fides of a 

court, the fourth being left open. 
" Unleſs 
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Unleſs in moiſt, damp weather, the win- 


dows ſhould be all kept open ſeveral hours 
every day, I mean chiefly choſe of wh 


bed-chambers. | 


Cleanlineſs cannot be too den ies ; 
tot it ought to be the chief recommenda- 


tion of a Keeper and his wife, and the 


principal care of the committee to inſiſt 


upon it. 


The en 3 55 a fixed is 


and not be allowed to charge any thing 


5 extraordinary, though he ſhould have an 
unuſual number of patients. 

There may be many other —— re- 
gulations thought of; this is only a very 


rough ſketch. The ideas were committed 
to paper, without order, or method, juſt as 
they occured ; and this is printed from the 


Brouillon. If the propoſer's plan be worth 


notice it needs no embelliſhment. 'To con- 


yey HINTS was all he had in view, 
Sapienti Verbum ſat. 
What a number of boys and wo would 


| thus be brought up, throughout the king- 


dom, to be uſeful members to community! 
Virty- 


5 


pr 3 3 
8 
e ? 
: N 

8 
— 
= 
61g. s { 
$3; 
2 
$- 
1. q 
— % — 
NY 
TK, 
"Fe 1 
2 
ar 
F Ob; 
"7 
Ws 
8: 
= : 
by! : 
"x, 
3 
25 | 
OO 
3 
2 
BY 
3 
2 
* 
"IM : 
1 
7 
Wi, 
Ye 
"4 4 
9 
RT.” 
- 2 
x: A 
17 
I 
1 
\ 


() 


Virtuous, and conſequently happy in them 


ſelves, and qualified to make excellent ſer- 
vants, or proper to be employed in moſt of 
the manufactures in the kingdom. Happy 
indeed, and beyond all expreſſion happy. 
would the Propoſer not only think, but 
moſt ſenſibly feel himſelf, could but theſe 


HiwTs induce perſons of abilities to draw 
up, and recommend a perfect plan to the 


legiſlature, of employing, feeding, eloath- 
ing, and educating all the riſing generation 


of Poor in this kingdom! a moſt valuable 
and uſeful ſet of people, ſurely they might 


be made; and their happineſs, and that of 


the nation exceedingly promoted. May 
the bleſſing of Heaven deſcend upon thoſe 
who ſhall have power, and inclination, to 


eſtabliſh ſo glorious, permanent, and hu- 
mane a ſcheme ! may they, like thoſe who 


have converted many to righteouſneſs, ſhine 
in the other world, like ſtars, for ever and 


ever / and may the virtuous Poor be em- 
ployed in ſinging their praiſes here, and u- 
nite together with their benefactors in ſing- 
ing the praiſes of the common Parent of us 
all, hereafter ; hit 1 ris true and aan am- 
Bition. 
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THE Author of theſe HinTs has men- | 
tioned! the'Turtpikes, and has ventured. to 
ſay; that a tax impoſed on them, might be ; 
ſufficient to defray the expences of build- 
ing Charity Honſes throughout the kingdom. 
He is very much afraid the generality, of 
people will think this aſfertion raſh, un- 
ſupported by facts, and by no means to be 
depended upon: he acknowledges freely 
that he cannot demonſtrate what he has ; 
advanced, though he might produce ſome 
weighty arguments in ſupport of his opi- 
nion. Let us ſuppoſe that all the turn- 
pikes in this kingdom, produce annually, 
at the preſent rate, 200,0001. Thoſe who 
are converſant in their produce, will, it is 
preſumed, think this a very moderate eſti- 
mation. The writer of this has heard it 
affirmed that they produce conſiderablß 
more than one million per annum; this moſt 
probably is exaggerated. But let us take 
them at the rate above mentioned. K 

; 5 appre· 


: (gr 3] 


_ apprehended that, upon an average, eight 
or ten Houſes of Cbarity, in each county will 
be full ſufficient; let us fix the number at 
eight; this would make the whole in Eng- 
land and Wales, about 400. If. the taxes 
on turnpikes ſhould. continue but three 
years, and one third of the Houſes of Cha- 
rity was to be: built in each of thoſe three 
years, the number would amount to about 
4 each year; the money allotted to each 
houſe would therefore be 1 500l. But if 
government \ were to borrow, at firſt ſetting 
.out. 200, ocol: the. ſom allotted ta each 
of the three firſt years, would be 3o00l. in 
all; government. ſhould borrow 2000001. 

the ſecond year, and the ſame ſum the 
third. No doubt ſome of the barity 
Houſes would coſt a great deal more than 
3oool. and ſome a great deal leſs; in bar- 
ren, unpopulous countries, perbaps leſs 
than 2cocl. would be fully ſufficient ; inthe 
neighb ourhod of large, populous, and ma- 
nufacturing towns, perhaps 5 or 60001. 

would be neceſſary, Government might 
endeayour to wake up the deficiency, if 


any 


632 


any, by a ſubſcription, throughout the 
kingdom. But the grand object in view 
ought to be Jrugality, Ilainneſi, and conve- 
niency. We do not want palaces for the 
poor; nor do ey. At all events, a fur- 
ther loan may be practieable to defray the 
e pences of the whole. If parliament 
would aboliſh the priviledge of franking 
letters, the produce ariſing from this to 
the general poſt-office, might be employ- 
ed, not only towards paying the intereſt 
of all the neceſſary loans, but the overplus 
might form a ſinking fund, towards 
diſcharging the principal and liquidating 
the whole debt. What a noble, gene- 
rous, and charitable deed in our legiſlature 
this would be! Surely each member 
muſt think it (and the whole nation 
will be grateful to them) a noble inſtance 
of ſelf denial! And all this for their own 
real intereſt in common with the reſt of 
the nation. By this means, in leſs than 
ten years, all the charity-houſes would be 
built, well eſtabliſhed, and flouriſhing, 
and above 800001. coming in annuallys 
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towards ſupporting thoſe moſt laudable 
inſtitutions ! for, the privilege of franking 
deprives the revenue of a greater ſum, 
The writer of this has gone all along up- 
the idea, that exactly a double Turnpike 
duty is to be paid, throughout the king- 
dom; i. e. Government are to receive as 
much, from all the Turnpikes in the 
kingdom, as is now paid to proprietors 
and commiſſioners. 'The whole to be 
collected at the Turnpikes, now eſtabliſh= 
ed, by the various gate-keepers, without 
any increaſe of ſalary; the gate-keepers 
being furniſhed by government with 
ſtamped tickets, for the produce of each 
of which, or of the remaining tickets 
they ſhould be accountable. So that 
whatever a gate-keeper now receives for 
a horſe, waggon, carriages, &c. he ſhall 
receive as much, on government account. 
This, at firſt ſight, may ſeem a ſevere 
tax; but more ſo, at firſt ſight, it is appre- 
hended, than upon reflection. For, 
ſhould government think proper to make 


this a permanent and effective tax towards 
| F Eg the 


F 6 3 


the ſupport of the Houſes of Charity, in 
the kingdom, and conſequently, render. 
all other modes of providing for the poor 
quite ſuperfluous and unneceſſary ; what 


traveller would not moſt chearfully, and 


with the moſt ſenſible pleaſure, pay fo 
uſeful, beneficial, and charitable a tax 
There are ſome who would not; but 
there are, let us with ſorrow remember, 
people who never feel a pleaſure in doing 


good. But, the humane and charitable 


perſon, would conſider every turnpike- 
gate that he came to, as affording him a 


bleſſed opportunity to exerciſe his bene- 
volence; and would gladly lend the few 
pence, demanded of him, unto, the Lord, 
that he may open to him the gates of 


Heaven ! What an immenſe ſum, in other 
reſpects. ſhould this plan be put in exe-; 
cution, would be ſaved to the ſubjects of 
this kingdom, in general. According to 
the preſent, mode of providing for the 
poor, though in many pariſhes the whole 


buſineſs is very ill managed, it coſts this. 


nation above the enormous and almoſt in- 
R 4 credi- 
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eredible ſum of 2, ooo, oool. per annum 

The writer of this knows ſeveral pariſhes, 

where, in the memory of many inhabi- 

tants how living, it coſt them literally no- 
thing for the poor, no collection ut all be- 

ing made for that purpoſe; and now it 

coſts each pariſh above 200l. per annum. 

Would not ſuch a ſum ſaved in a ſmall pa- 

riſh, (for in large ones it amounts from 

twice, to five, or fix times as much,) be a 

prodigious eaſement to every individual 

who pays poor rates ! It is very probable 

that the produce of the turnpike tax, 

ſhould it be made permanent, with what 

would be produced to the general poſt- 

office, by the abolition of franking, 
would be fully ſufficient to defray all the 

expences of the Charity Houſes, in the 

kingdom, upon the plan propoſed in the 

foregoing Hints. Is not this, then, well 

worthy the attention of a Britiſh Legiſla- 

ture? Is it not worthy the attention of 

of the wiſeſt and moſt. benevolent ſet of 
men in the world? Perhaps the propoſer 

is too ſanguine in his expectations; for 

1 5 he 
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EN 
he ſeems convinced that the moſt valuable 
and laſting benefits would be derived to 
the nation in general, from the adoption 
of his Hints, matured and digeſted into a 
perfect and regular ſyſtem. 
The writer forgot to mention, that it 
would be proper that three of the neigh- 
bouring clergymen ſhould viſit the Houſes 
of Charity, once a fortnight, to examine 
the poor children, and ſee that the ſehool- 
maſter diſcharges his office with aſſiduity, 
according to his abilities. It would Zher 
be proper for one of them to read prayers 
to all the poor, and afterwards he, or one 
of the three, ſhould deliver a lecture, on 
the duties particularly incumbent on them 
to diſcharge, finiſhing with an exhortation 
to virtue in general, induſtry, moderation, 
obedience, and all their relative duties. 
N. B. There ought to be a burying 
ground, af ſome diſtance from each Houſe 
of Charity, well incloſed, and conſecrated, 
A very plain brick building with rows of 


benches, would do very well for a chapet, 
whieh 
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which ſhould be e to the Houſe of 
CROP: EO} HE 

The Treaſuters of each nate ſhould 
annually tranſmit an account of all the 
money paid and received by them to 4 
national committee, conſiſting of twelve 
of the moſt reſpectable characters in the 
kingdom; who, if there was any caſh 
left in the hands of the County Treaſu-' 
rers, ſhould be empowered to receive it, 
and place it out at intereſt; in the funds, 
or elſewhere, for the benefit of the poor 
in general. The County Treaſurers 
ſhould likewiſe receive from the Commit- 
tees of each diſtrict, annually; and tranſ- 
mit to the national committee, the groſs 
ſums paid and received, during the pre- 
-ceding year, at each Houſe of Charity. 

This general account ſhould be publiſhed, 

for the information of the nation in ge- 
neral. If a remarkable brilliancy of parts, 
brightneſs of genius, or a fond and in- 
vincible attachment to any particular art 
or ſcience ſhould be diſcovered, in any 


poor 


"ox. + Ca 


. 
. 
ni 


* nn 
x : 


AAA 


— ND — - = 
— pp hula. EPA Lc. cl. vu, ee... : 
— : 9 — * — — 
- —_ * — . ———— : £ EE 


_—_ <p. <4 


— op 3 . - 
. — Deb — Lo. — 
2 . 2 hs 


- da 8 — 2 * . 
4 — T ; * L — p 
' G 3 n _ > x 
— — — * SY A — 1 . 
5 „ . . en EC => CC = 
- 2 . — y * 


RD 


— — IG 


DE oe —— — th 


— — — 2282 a - — s 


— — is 
0 — — 
Pg bag — 


- = I 
" : 
* — = 2 — = . e 2 F 8 2 - —— q "7 W—_— 2 a 2s ——— 2 74 - 1 eee 
= : = Y þ . — 7 L * 's - — — A. "IR 7 — . = e — a _ _— —_ = r 
ADE” —— . == x ag, 3 . 2 5 hack r A goth: ng 8 — £ * * — > l . > i I N _ — 3 7 e n 8 
> 2 — ” N 2 _ wa" _ 8 1 — . 2 - re 5 — . a 4 $44 a p 2 — — * 0 * — — — 7. 1 — rd - o _ 
5 ; N 8 2 0 1 : ; CEN © 1 * 2 pod, \ 
PT" r 2 EPI * . 23 279 — * . a : g | l 
C_—_——— — , RE . R - ry 3 * — Te | 
_ . — — be > 2 . - 5 — = _ - - — - . ; 2 Eo =D NE OI G 88 D er r ah. = : = 
b 5 = FREE: 2 — IR OS - — k ; 2 2 — -— 7 a * ä => — 2 
8 r Sa — 2 IE AESS ; LOR Wm — — — = — * gn * ORR 5 SIS : 2 gee — =8. — 2 — — —— — — — . Sn — — 3 
Ch 483 CI CSIC , rr 1 S ns ee OR = * 2 - - o —— ma ein ns ng 1— 2 — pee 2 2 I - — Cn nee Een . — — 
— NY ** „ 20 — 8 — r PAT, 4D _— ” G 8 — 8 — 
a £ — : - 
© 7 a * —— 
- 2 + — — 8 > is 0 22 — 
—— DICE War (a — 
* 
* 


bo \ 9. —— — 


| ( 8) 


poor boy; the committee of that Hows 
of Charity ſhall be directed to inform the 
county committee of fuch a diſcovery, 
and theſe laſt to communicate the infor- 


mation to the national committee ; who, 
if they, upon a full and impartial enquiry; 
find the boy to deſerve enconragement; 
ſhall have him educated, in the beſt man- 
ner, in that branch to which his genius 


particularly leads him, out of the national 


treaſury of charity. 
All illegitimate chitdren, whoſe parents 


are not willing or able, to maintain and 
bring them up, ſhould be taken care of 
by the diſtrict, where they are born, in 
the Houſe of Charity. 

There ought to be ſome mode of pu- 
niſhing adopted for the vicious, idle, or 
refractory. This ſhould not be left to 


the diſcretion of the keeper. Corporal 


puniſhment ſhould be avoided as much as 
poſſible. An increaſe of work, low diet, 
and ſometimes confinement in a dark 
room, built for the purpoſe, perhaps 
would be fully ſufficient, In more hein- 

ous 
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ous offences, they ought to be tried and 


puniſhed by the laws of the land. 
The buildings ought to be ſo contrived 
as to have a thorough partition about the 


middle, and no communication from one 


half of them to the other; each half of 


the lodging- rooms to be appropriated . 


the poor of different ſexes. 
The following, ſeems ſo cloſely con- 


nected with the foregoing plan, that the 


propoſer cannot help adding, and recom- 


mending it to the public. 
It is well known that there are many 


aſſociations in this kingdom, of laborious 
and induſtrious men, generally ſtiled 


amicable ſocieties, for the laudable purpoſe 
of ſecuring a weekly maintenance, in 
time of ſickneſs, of defraying the expences 


of the members funerals, and in ſome 
caſes, of providing for widows and or- 
phans. "Theſe aſſociations have not been, 


except in a few inſtances, ſufficiently en- 
couraged and ſupported as they ſeemed to 
_ deſerve, by men of abilities and credit. 
The conſequence has been, that the mem- 
bers 
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bers have been obliged to chooſe ſtewards, 


treaſurers, and other officers, from among 


themſelves, many of whom could ſcarcely 


even read or write; and whoſe natural 
abilities, or perhaps integrity ought not ta 
have been intruſted with the management 
of ſuch ſocieties. It is, therefore, appre- 
hended that, if one gentleman, or capital 


farmer, in each pariſh, was choſen, to 


form a committee to regulate and manage, 


in all caſes, the affairs of ſuch ſocieties, 


it might anſwer an excellent purpoſe. 
There ought to be Ox E amicable ſociety, 
in each of the diſtricts above-mentioned, 


Inſtead of the members meeting once a 


month, as they now do, at a public-houſe, 
to pay their quota, and ſpending part of 


it, they ſhould be directed to pay it into 


the hands of that member of the commit- 


tee, reſident in the pariſh where they live. 


In ſome ſocieties the weekly payment is 
three, in others, fix-pence each member. 
Let the ſubſcription be as eaſy as poſſible; 
let it be fixed at 7hree-pence. Upon an 
average, the number of members might 
amount 


(: 4} 2 


amount to three hundred, in each diſtrict. 
The weekly ſubſcription, therefore, would 
be 41. 158. almoſt 200]: per annum. 
And if gentlemen, reſiding in each diſtri, 
would encourage this plan, as much as 
they can, it might eaſily amount to gool.. 
per annum. This would keep, in all 
probability, many thouſands of day-la- 
bourers, journeymen mechanics and others, 
from going into the Houſe of Charity ; as, 
by that means, a fund might be eſta- 
bliſhed to which, in time of need, they 
would always, of right, have recourſe. 
There ought to be a treaſurer and a ſecre- 
tary, 1n each diſtrict. And, if there was 
any money ſaved, it ought to be annually 
put in the funds, for the benefit of the 
ſociety. A ſet of rules may eaſily be 
drawn up, for the uſe of each ſociety. 
This plan 1s entirely confined to the 
healthy and laborious claſs of men, who, 
by their induſtty, can juſt provide for 
themſelves and families, when not la- 
bouring under any calamity. No others 
ſhould be admitted. For 12 or 13s. a 

G year, 
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( 42 } 
year, each member would be entitled to 
relief, in time of want and diſtreſs. K 
certain ſum, per week, ſhould be fixed 
upon to be allowed each member, in time 
of neceſſity. The members might be al- 
lowed to have an annual meeting, and a 
dinner, at ſome place as near the center 
of the diſtrict, as may be convenient; but 
the non-attendant members ſhould not be 
obliged to forfeit any thing, as is now 
ufually the caſe. 

When any member is taken Al, the ſur- 
geon, apothecary, or whoever attends 
him, ſhould be the proper perſon, in 
conjunction with fome reſpectable neigh- 
bour, to ſign a certificate of his being 
unable to work, and being, conſequently, 
a proper object for relief. For want of 
this, many impoſitions are often ſucceſs- 
fully praQiſed ; and an idle fellow fre- 
quently receives, what would have been 
jadicioully reſerved, for ſome really diſ- 
treffed and worthy member. 

Theſe are barely the outlines of a plan, 
which the propoſer thinks, he comprehends 


4 in 


1432 
in idea, and from which he hopes ſome 
{ſkilful hand, adopting ſome of theſe 
Hints, and perhaps introducing others of 
his own, may be able to preſent the public, 
with a regular, well-digeſted, and con- 
ſiſtent Whole. Pioneers are very often 
uſeful to an army, by preparing the way 
before it; they have /ome degree of me- 
rit, though ſcarcely honoured with the 
name of ſoldiers. If the propoſer is ſo 
happy, as to be thought to have cleared the 
way for others, his purpoſe is anſwered, 
and his ambition ſatisfied. 
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A Plan for the Encouragement of 
#/eful Diicoveries and Improve- 
ments, in tbe Arts and Sciences, 
Manufactures, Agriculture, Com- 
merce, &c. 


I T is not individuals, it is not ſmall 
ſocieties, which are capable of any 
great, and univerſally uſeful undertakings. 
Ingenuity and unremitted attention in one, 
or a few men, may do a great deal to- 
wards improvements in any branch, they 
ſhall cultivate ; but, it is from large and 
numerous bodies of men, that we are to 
expect wonders. All our ſocieties, eſta- 
bliſhed for the promotion of literature, in 
general, of the arts and ſciences, &c. may 
be very well calculated to anſwer the pur- 
poſes they were eſtabliſhed for; but they 
are all, in my humble opinion, too cir- 
cumſcribed, all, upon too narrow a plan. 
There might be various claſſes among 
their members, according to their diffe- 
rent purſuits ; and there ought to be cri- 


teria to determine, with certainty, whe- 
ther 
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ther a candidate be qualified to be admit- 
ted a member, and in what claſs he is to 
be ranked. His productions, which ſhould 
be of acknowledged utility, or the off- 
ſpring of genius at leaſt, and not a fterile 
reputation alone, ſhould intitle him to 
that honour. The different claſſes of a 
BriTanntc SocieTY might conſiſt of 
eminent divines, lawyers, phyſicians, phi- 
loſophers, naturaliſts, antiquarians, ma- 
thematicians, hiſtorians, poets, painters, 
ſtatuaries, architects, mechanics, linguiſts, 
&c. &c. &c. 

There might be a claſs of honorary 
members, ſuch as great ſtateſmen, orators, 
generals, admirals ; patrons of literature, 
arts, ſciences, &c. among whom might 
be ranked all foreigners of diftin&ion, 
and whole reputation is eſtabliſhed upon 
the moſt ſolid baſis, all promoters of 
learning, genius, and uſeful, or ornamental 
diſcoveries, by pecuniary contributions, 
by legacies, by preſents, of any kind, to a 


certain amount, and all annual ſubſcribers 
of 
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of a certain ſum. Such a ſociety would 
really be a republic of literatyre. 

A national committee of three memberg 
in each branch, ſhould be formed, to 
Meet once a month, in London ; to be 
choſen by a majority of their reſpective 


claſſes. This might be done by letter to 


the ſecretary general, to prevent giving 
the members too much trouble. 

A provincial committee ſhould alſo be 
eſtabliſhed in every county in Great- 
Britain, conſiſting of as many members 
as ſhall be thought ſufficient; to meet, 
likewiſe, once a month, at the capital 
town, or any other which ſhall be more 
central, in the county. ; 

The national and provincial committees, 
whoſe office ſhould be annual, to elect 
their own preſident. Each provincial 
committee to have a ſecretary, who might 
alſo be treaſurer, a perſon of abilities and 
integrity. 7 

All the members to wear a badge, in- 
dicating to what claſs they belong, with 
a ſuitable motto; and every preſident, ſe- 
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6 
dretary and treaſurer, to wear a badge and 
motto diſtinguiſhing his office. | 

The badge might be ſomething in the 
form of a medal, with proper emblems in 
the middle, ſurrounded with the motto, 
and the date of the inſtitution, ſuſpended 
at a buttori-hole, with a ribband. 

The ſociety ſhould be at the expence of 
publiſhing the works of all the members, 
after they ſhall have been examined and 
and approved by the national committee, 
at one of their meetings in London, and a 
copy of them ſhould be depoſited in a 
toom, appointed to form a library, in 
London, and at each of the capital towns” 
in every county, or at whatever town the 
provincial committee ſhall appoint their 
meeting. 

Every improvement and new diſcovery 
in agriculture, manufactures, and com- 
merce, ſhould be farticularly attended to; 
and premiums offered in each of theſe 
branches, 
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It might be proper to begin the inſtitu⸗ 


tion by incorporating all the ſocieties now 
eſtabliſhed, ſuch as the royal, that of anti- 
quarians, of artiſts, of arts and ſciences, 
of painting and ſculpture, and the various 

agricultural ſocieties. 


A model of every new invention, ſhould 
be depoſited in the national, and in each 


of the provincial libraries. The ſociety 


ſhould purchaſe beſides, models of all 
ſorts of machines, engines, inſtruments, 
&c. already in uſe, which are the produce 
of genius and ingenuity, which, all per- 


ſons, deſirous to improve by them, ſhould 


be allowed to inſpect. This might lead to 


many new inventions. 
Previouſly, however, to this indulgence; 


whoever means to inſpect the models, and 


wiſhes to be admitted to read in any of 
the libraries, ſhould obtain the conſent, in 
writing, of three members of the ſociety, 
of that claſs which the perſon applying 
wiſhes to improve in, after having been 


examined by theſe members, to know 


whether his genius merits encoutagement. 
Tis 
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If he be found a perſon of no abilities, he 
ought to be refuſed. The libraries ſhould 
be open only ſo many hours a day, at 
which time a librarian ſhould be conſtant- 
ly 3 He ought to have a ſufficient 


ſalary. 


At feſt ering out, a ſubforipelin ſhould 


be opened, throughout the kingdom, and 
a plan of the inſtitution publiſhed. No 
doubt, but afterwards the ſociety would 
be able to ſupport itſelf, and give hand- 


ſome premiums beſides, for every new 


diſcovery and valuable Improvement, in 
every claſs. 

There ought to be a letter] and a rolling 
preſs, belonging to each provincial eom- 
mittee, as well as the national. 

Each claſs ſhould deliver in a catalogue 
of the books, which they think worthy of 
being depoſited in the libraries. 

Each member might have his produc- 
tions publiſhed firſt, in a detached man- 

ner; and, at the year's end, they ſhould 


be —— 3 and entitled, 
H « The 
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„The Works * * Barr Aue 85 


Each committee ought to have a ma- 


thematical, aſtronomical, mechanical, and 


chymical apparatus; and a proper room 
for chymical experiments would oy highly 


neceſſary. 
One of the chief objects of this "RAE 


Ab to be to fix the ſtandard of the Eng- 


liſh language. For that purpoſe, the 


claſs of Linguiſts ſhould be directed to 


write a grammar and a dictionary, enti- 
tled, The BRITAN NIC GRAMMAR,” 
and, The BRITANNIC DicriůoN AR.“ 
Much has already been done that way; 
this nation is particularly indebted to Dr. 
Johnſon; whoſe talents and induſtry, 


poſterity will, probably, more juſtly ap- 


preciate, than his cotemporaries have done. 
A handſome reward ſhould be given to 
the claſs of Linguiſts, after the works are 
publiſhed, adequate to their merit. 

It might be very uſeful to appoint one 
of the moſt eminent, in that claſs, to read 


lectures, in London, upon the ſtructure, 


energy 


61 


energy, harmony, and beauties and de- 
fects of the Engliſh language, upon elo- 
cution, upon the variety of ſtyles adapted 
to different compoſitions, upon criticiſm 
and polite literature. A great deal of mo- 
ney might be gained that way. All 
young people intended for the gown, the 
bar, the ſenate, who could make it con- 
venient, would ſurely find it their intereſt, 
or their parents for them, to attend. 
Oratory would not, then, be confined to 
half a dozen eminent ſpeakers, in each 
houſe of parliament. A preſent of the 
grammar and dictionary ought to be made, 
not only to each of the public ſchools, but 
alſo to every reputable ſchool in the king- 
dom, to diſſeminate, far and wide, the 
true knowledge of the Engliſh tongue, ac- 
cording to its invariable ſtandard. 

A correſpondence ought to be eſtabliſhed 
with all the learned ſocieties in Europe, 
and a ſecretary, ſkilled in the modern lan- 
guages, appointed for that purpoſe. 

If his majeſty could be prevailed upon 
to undertake the patronage of the ſociety, 
| KH 23 it 
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it would confer honour, - and add dignity 
to the inſtitution. 4% 219 2584 

The preſent time, now eee the 
bleſſings of peace, ſeems freun to 
i an undertaking. 

It might not be improper, as a ſtimulus 
to every newly elected member, to confer 
three different degrees, on the members 
of each claſs, in proportion to the merit 
of their works, and the luſtre they ſhall 
reflect on the ſociety. After the publica- 
tion of a member's fir/i work, which, 
conſequently, ſhall have received the ap- 
probation of the ſociety, a diploma ſhould 
immediately be ſent him, by the national 
preſident, appointing him Fellow-Tnceptor 
of the BRITANNIC SoclETY ; after the 
publication of his /econd work, he ſhould 
be appointed Maſter-Fellow; and after the 


Publication of his zhird work, Fellow- 


Adept; and the diſtinguiſhing badge to 


be worn, reſpectively. A new diſcovery, 


or uſeful improvement, ſhould entitle a 
member to his degrees, juſt the ſame as if 


he had publiſhed a uſeful work. A mem- 


ber 


6 
ber newly elected, whether he have pub- 
liſhed any thing before his election, or 
made ſome new diſcovery, or improve- 
ment, ſhould write after his name, F. B. 
S. ſimply; after his „irt degree, F. I. 
B. S. after his ecnd, M. F. B. S. and 
after the bird, F. A. B. S. Theſe degrees 
are chiefly meant to encourage the mem- 
bers to employ their time well, after they 
are elected, and to reward them, with 
honour. | | 25 
There may be many other articles and 
regulations thought of, all conducive to 
the welfare and proſperity of the ſociety; 
but, it is ſufficient to have given a few 
hints, for others to improve upon. I 
hall only obſerve that the more numerous 
the ſociety is, the better; not only for 
the honour of our country, but with a 
view to enſure its ſucceſs, by providing 
handſomely for all requiſite expences, It 
is evident, that the more numerous the 
ſociety is, the more capable are they of 
great undertakings, and of rewarding me- 
rit. Let us only 58 this ſociety to 
conſiſt 


1 


conſiſt of 1000 members, able to ſubſcribe 
annually zl. each, towards the neceſſary 
expences, (and it is preſumed there are 
many noble ſouls, who would willingly 
ſubſcribe five times that ſam), this would 
amount to $0001. per annum. Whereas, 
ſuppoſe the ſociety to conſiſt of 100 mem 
bers only; they muſt ſubſeribe gol, each, 
to produce the ſame ſum. If every perſon 
in the kingdom was to give me only one 
farthing, (I wiſh they would !) this would 
amount to more than 8000l. Whereas, 
what ſum would one farthing a piece pro- 
duce among a few ſubſcribers ? It would 
not be worth mentioning, This 1s only 
intended to ſhew that the more numerous 
a ſociety is, the more likely it is to ſupport 
itſelf, and to flouriſh ; provided it be eſta- 
bliſhed on a good plan, and properly ma- 
naged afterwards. Perhaps many of the 
members would not be able to ſubſcribe , 
any thing ; but, no doubt, many others 
would be able and willing toſubſcribe hand- 
ſomely. Beſides, the ſale of the works 
of the ſociety, in a detached manner firſt, 

to 
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to accommodate the public in general, and 
afterwards collectively, * produce a 
great deal of money. 
There ought to be a liſt of benefaQtors, 
promoters of the ſociety, &c. publiſhed an- 
nually. What man, able to do it, and 
who has one grain of ambition, and one 
ſcruple of common ſenſe, would not think 
it an Honour to himſelf, to have his name in 
that liſt ! 

Would any monied man, who has the 
leaſt regard for his country, refuſe to pay a 
few pounds annually towards promoting 
its glory, and making her the queen of 
nations, and the firſt on the globe? 

It is not at all extravagant to expect 
that Great- Britain would be, bythat means, 
in the courſe of a few years, the very firſt 
nation, which ever flouriſhed ſince the diſ- 
perſion of nations and languages. We 
+ know not, nor, perhaps, can we conceive at 
what an amazing pitch of improvement, 
refined manners, and highly cultivated 
underſtandings we may arrive. For 
the cultivation of the mind, moſt na- 

turally, 
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turally, (as the cultivation of a tree or 


plant improves it), emollit mores, nec Adi 


75 feros. 
'T wiſh, moſt 8 I BD praiſe 


our two Univerſities ! Would to God they 


would conſent to have all the ruſt of Go- 
thic cuſtoms, and all relicks of popery, | 
filed off, and aboliſhed. They are poſſeſſed 
of revenues ſufficiently ample to main- ' 


tain, and encourage, in the handſomeſt 


manner, all the literati in Europe. And 
how is a great part of that money ſpent? 


Upon drones, who live, and are contented 
to live, unknown and uſeleſs to their 
country. Is it in the ſhade of retirement, 
that generous minds vegetate and fruCtify ? 
No ; they come out nobly into the world, 
and could they embrace the whole race of 
mankind, they would ſay, I ſincerely wiſh 
could make you all happy! | 
Mr. Knox has not taken notice of one. 
zenth part of the abſurdities, prevalent in 
our Univerſities. Who would think that 
at one of them, a young man, intended for 


holy orders ſhould leave the Univerſity, 
which 


4 


e 


which many a one does, without ever 
having read one word in the Bible, in pub- 
lic, or, perhaps, in private? Who would 
think that he is ab/o/utely forbidden to at- 
tend the profeſſor in Divinity's lectures, 
till he is two or three years ſtanding ? 
Who would think, that he dares not touch 
a book in the public library, till he has 
taken a Bachelor of Arts degree? This 
is the very period, when nineteen out of 
twenty, who go to the Univerſity, take or- 
ders, and leave it. And many, many 
other moſt abſurd cuſtoms are now preva- 
lent at our noble Seminaries of learning. 
They are, notwithſtanding, the firſt Uni- 
verſities in the world; but who will main- 
tain that the academical diſcipline, forms, 
and cuſtoms, may not be altered for the 
better? Whoever will aſſert that they 
cannot, muſt be partial and bigotted in- 
deed! © 
How many worthy members would our 
Univerſities produce, was a proper mode 
of education eſtabliſhed and followed ! 
We might expect that one third, perhaps 
wÞ | one 
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one half of this Society ſhould be of Ox- 
ford and Cambridge. They have both 
produced many very great men, and they 
are not at all on the decline; yet they are 
few, to what we might have gxpeQed, 
had a rational, liberal, and conſiſtent mode 
of education been purſyed. I, by no 
means, wiſh to bring diſcredit on thoſe ve- 
nerable and learned bodies, I only with 
them to reflect ſerzouſly on the plan of 
education, now purſued; and ta acknow- 
| ledge fairly, and ingenuouſly, that it is 
1 wrong. The next ſtep muſt be, a refor- 
1 mation. 

It would pot greatly hurt the profelſns, 
if they were to read lectures, regularly, 
during term- time, for their money; and 
not, as is generally the caſe now, read on- 
ly one or two, to the walls almoſt ſome- 
times, pro fer md. 

I ſhall be attacked, perhaps, for having 

ſpoken part of the truth, but not by the 
liberal-minded, I am ſure; others, ſhall 

have juſt the notice taken of them which 

3 th ey d deſerye, Thus 3 is not addreſſed to par- 
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tial, natrow-minded men. My only öbject 
is to attain perfection, and to induce the 
liberal and generous to unite in the ſame 
purſuit; Truth is above all other conſis! 
derations; in the attainment of it, we 
are not to regard the difficulties and ob- 


ſtacles re may meet with. Her votaries 


would ſaerifice every thing for her ſake: 
I have long wiſhed, and have frequents 
ly mentioned it to ſeveral Oæonians, that 
ſome perſon of great abilities, and compre- | 
henſive genius, would undertake to draw 
up a well-digeſted, conſiſtent, and liberal 
plan of education, for the conſideration of 


our two noble Seminaries. I have been 
deſired by ſome of them to attempt it; 
but have always been deterred, by conſi- 


dering the magnitude and importance of 
the object, and the temerity a perſon is 
always accuſed of, who attempts to detect 
errors ſanctified by cuſtom, and made ve- 
nerable by time. The taſk of a reformer 
is arduous and difficult. But, liberal ſen- 
timents are now ſo prevalent, that a ſy- 
ſtem of rational education, one might ex- 

12 . pect, 
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pect, would be candidly conſidered, ex- 
amined, and, perhaps, approved of. The 
obloquy of the partial and intereſted would 
not be worth regarding. Whoever wiſhes 
to delineate ſuch a plan, ought to have the 
ſupport and encouragement of all perſons 
of rank, and men of eminence in litera- 
ture. Without this, it cannot be attempt- 
ed with any hopes of ſucceſs. If the two 
noble Chancellors would be pleaſed to 7 
tronize the perſon, daring enough to un- 
dertake it, their names would be tranſmit- 
ted, with praiſe and honour, to the lateſt 
poſterity. An obſcure individual, unſup- 5 
ported, can do very little, in any thing of 
conſequence; in this, he would JUNG | 
himſelf, to no purpoſe. | 
May ſome e generous, nople⸗ minded. and 
powerful Champion of Literature ariſe, 
and may all liberal ſouls flock to his ban- | 
1 ner, to extirpate every ſcion of academi- a 
. 0 - ſuperſtition, to clear away the remain- e 
1 N ing rubbiſh of the ſchools, to aboliſh all | 
i unmeaning and ridiculous formalities, and 
1 | to WIE on the place of their ruins a no- 
ble, 
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of time 


Poſtſeript, — If the writer of the above 


ſhould inadvertently, have fallen into a 
miſtake, or given offence to any one, he is 


ready to retract every thing which has ſuch 
a tendency,” and wiſhes to have it attri- 


buted, as in truth it ſhould be, to his zeal © 


for the glory, fame, and proſperity of this 
nation, in general, and of its two noble 
Univerſities, in particular.” 

Let it be fairly proved that his plan is 


wrong, that he is miſtaken in many 
things, and that a better ſcheme may be 


adopted, or that no alteration is neceſſary; 
and he will conſider his own opinion as a 
duſt in the balance, or a drop of water 
hanging to a bucket, in compariſon of the ; 
collected wiſdom of this kingdom, and of 
its two Univerſities, Next to the plea- 
ſure of being applauded for being in the 
rights 1s that of _ corrected: for invo— 
luntary 


\ 


juntary miſtakes; by perſons of guet, 
e and Wee ton, 


i of THE 1 Gama 10 cloſely con- 
„ nected with the foregoing plan, that the 

5 propoſer cannot help adding, and recom- 
4 4 OY mending it to the public. TED | 
1 It is well known that there are many 1 
aſſociations 1 in this kingdom, of laborious. 

and induftrious men, generally ſtiled 

Amicable Societies, for the laudable purpoſe - 

of ſecuring. a weekly maintenance, in 

time of ſickneſs, of defraying the expen- 

ces of the members funerals, and in ſome 

caſes, of providing for widows and or- 

phans. Theſe aſſociations have not been, 

except in a few inſtances, ſufficiently en- 

couraged and ſupported as they ſeemed 

to deſerve, by men of abilities and credit. 

The conſequence has been, that the mem 
bers have been obliged to chooſe ſtewards, 

treaſurers, and other offieers, from among 

themſelves, many of whom could ſcarcely 
even read or write; and whoſe natural 

abilities, or, perhaps, integrity, ought not 
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to have been entruſted with the manage- 
ment of ſuch ſocieties. It is, therefore, 


apprehended, that if one gentleman, or 


capital farmer, in each pariſh, was choſen, 
to form a committee, to regulate and 
manage, in all caſes, the affairs of ſuch 
ſocieties, it might anſwer an excellent 
purpoſe. There ought to be one ami- 
cable ſociety, in each of the diſtricts above 
mentioned. Inſtead of the members meet 
ing once a month, as they now do, at a 
public-houſe, to pay their quota, and 
ſpend part of it, they ſhould be directed 
to pay it into the hands of that member 
of the committee, reſident in the pariſh 
where they live. In ſome ſocieties the 
weekly payment is fhree, in others, flu- 
pence, each member. Let the ſubſcrip- 
tion be as eaſy as poſſible; let it be fixed 
at Zhree-pence. Upon an average, the 
number of members might amount to 
300 in each diſtrict. The weekly ſub- 
ſcription, therefore, would be 31. 15s. 
almoſt 200. per ann. and if gentlemen, 
reſiding in each diſtrict, would encourage 
this plan as much as they can, it might 
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eaſily amount to zool. per ann. Wa 8 
would keep, in all probability, many 
| thouſands of day labourers, journeymen 
mechanics, and others, from going into 
the Houſe of Charity; as, by that means, 


a fund might be eſtabliſhed to which, in 
time of need, they would always of right, 


have recourſe. There ought to be a trea- 


ſurer, and a ſecretary, in each diſtrict : 


And if there was any money ſaved, it 
'ought to be annually put in the funds, 


For the benefit of the ſocieex. 

A ſet of rules may eaſily be drawn up 
for the uſe of each ſociety. This plan 
is entirely confined to the healthy and 
laborious claſs of men, who, by their in- 
duſtry, can juſt provide for themſelves and 
families, when not labouring under any 
calamity, No others ſhould be admitted. 


For 12 or 13 ſhillings a year, each mem- 
ber, would be entitled to relief, i in time of 
want and diſtreſs. A certain ſum per 
week, ſhould be fixed upon to be allowed 
each member in time of neceſſity. The 
members mig ht be allowed to have an 

annual 
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annual meeting and a dinner, at ſome 


place as near the centre of the diſttict, aa 
may be convenient; but the non-atten- , 


dant members ſhould not be obliged to for- 
feit any thing, as is now uſually the caſe. 

When any member is taken ill, the 
ſurgeon, apothecary, or whoever attends 


him, ſhould be the proper perſon, in con- 


junction with ſome reputable. neighbour, 


to ſign a certificate of his being unable to 


work, and being, nſequently, a proper 
object for relief. For want of this, many 


| impoſitions are often ſucceſsfully practiſed; 
and an idle fellow frequently receives what 


would have been judiciouſly reſerved for 


ſome really diſtreſſed and worthy mem 


ber. 
Theſe are barely the outlines of a plan 


which the propoſer thinks he comprehends 
in idea, and from which he hopes ſome 
{kilful hand, adopting ſomeof theſe Hints 
and perhaps introducing others of his own, 
may be able to preſent the public with a 
regular, well-digeſted and conſiſtent Whole. 
Pioneers are very often uſeful to an army, 
K : by 
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